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Abstract: In the micropropagation of difficult-to-root plants, the low rates of rooting cause high economic losses. The local apple (Malus
domestica Borkh.) cultivar #67, which is highly resistant to fire blight disease, has been shown to have low rooting success. Nanoparticles
loaded with auxins could increase the rooting success with their physicochemical properties. To increase rooting percentage, the effects
of zinc oxide nanoparticles (nZnO), nZnO loaded with indole-3-acetic acid (IAA-nZnO) and indole-3-butyric acid (IBA-nZnO) at
different concentrations (1.0, 2.0, 3.0, 4.0, 5.0, and 6.0 mg L–1) on in vitro rooting of microcuttings were investigated. The concentrations
of auxin carried by the nanoparticles were 2.8, 5.7, 8.0, 10.8, 13.7, 16.0 µM IAA or 2.5, 4.4, 6.9, 9.3, 11.3, 13.8 µM IBA. The various
concentrations of IAA (0.0, 2.8, 5.7, 11.4, 17.1 µM) and IBA (0.0, 2.5, 4.9, 9.8, 14.8 µM) were also examined. All substances as described
previously were incorporated to half-strength Murashige and Skoog (½ MS) medium containing 2% sucrose at pH 5.8, and solidified
with 0.7% agar. The microcuttings were cultured on these media for 5 days in the dark before being transferred to a 16 h photoperiod
conditions at 25 ± 1 °C for 6 weeks.
It was found that rooting did not occur at 0.0 µM IAA and IBA concentration and nZnO treatments. IBA-nZnO and IBA were more
effective on the rooting of microcuttings. In the comparison of IBA-nZnO and IBA, the percentage of rooting was higher in IBA-nZnO
(58.4%) than IBA (47.5%). In addition, 4.4 µM or 4.9 µM IBA, particularly, induced many favorable properties with high rooting
percentage (62.7%) and root length (16.5 ± 3.5 mm) and a small callus diameter (5.3 ± 0.2 mm). In conclusion, IBA-nZnO loaded with
4.4 µM IBA could be a promising treatment for in vitro rooting of difficult-to-root apple cultivar #67.
Key words: Auxin, Malus, micropropagation, nanotechnology, tissue culture

1. Introduction
The main propagation methods of apple genotypes on
their own roots without genetic expansion breakthrough
are stooling, layering, cutting or micropropagation
(Wertheim and Webster, 2003). Propagation by stooling,
layering and cutting are methods in which the plant
proliferation coefficient is low due to the fact that it can be
done at certain times of the year, the propagation material
is limited and have rooting problems as well. However, in
micropropagation, an unlimited number of propagation
material can be obtained with subcultures throughout the
year, rooting can be provided under controlled conditions,
and rapid and mass plant propagation can be performed.
In this propagation method, rhizogenesis is one of the
most critical stages of micropropagation, particularly in
plants which are difficult-to-root. Low rates or failure in
rooting can cause very high economic losses. In addition to
genotype, physiological condition of microcuttings, type,

structure and content of rooting media, and environmental
factors such as light, temperature, humidity, and air
composition, the plant rooting stimulators and applications
such as wounding, etiolation, etc., are effective on rooting
success in micropropagation (Hartmann et al., 2011).
Studies on micropropagation have shown that auxins
are effective inducers for the formation of adventitious
roots for apples as well as for many woody plant species
(Dobranszki and Teixeira da Silva, 2010; Amirchakhmaghi
et al., 2019; Teixeira da Silva et al., 2019; Kim et al., 2020).
The most commonly used auxins are indole-3-butyric acid
(IBA), 1-naphthaleneacetic acid (NAA) and indole-3acetic acid (IAA). IAA, which can be synthesized naturally
in plants, is the first auxin used for the rooting of cuttings.
Afterwards, IBA was discovered which was even more
effective on rooting (Pop et al., 2011). As a further step,
investigating the possibilities of using nanotechnology in
auxin applications to increase rooting success is a relatively
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new approach. Currently, there are very few sources in
the literature on this subject (Thangavelu et al., 2018;
Karakeçili et al., 2019).
Nanotechnology is the science that deals with
substances at the scale of one billionth of a meter. Metallic
nanoparticles have different physical and chemical
properties than bulk metals. Properties such as lower
melting points, higher specific surface areas, specific
optical properties, mechanical strength and specific
magnetizations make nanoparticles attractive in various
industrial applications (Horikoshi and Serpone, 2013).
Nanoparticles are colloidal polymeric particulate systems
that release the dissolved, entrapped or adsorbed active
substance in a controlled manner (Sengel-Turk and
Hascicek, 2009). The effect of nanoparticles on plants
depends on the composition, concentration, size, physical
and chemical properties of the nanoparticles as well as
the plant genotype (Siddiqui et al., 2015). Nanoparticles
stabilized with auxins in genotypes with low rooting
abilities have the potential to increase rooting success with
their unique physicochemical properties (Thangavelu et
al., 2018; Karakeçili et al., 2019).
In recent years, researchers have carried out various
studies on the effects of nanoparticles on the growth
and development of different plant species. Zinc oxide
nanoparticles (nZnO) are receiving a great deal of
attention in a number of recent studies. The effects of
nZnO were investigated for entomotoxic efficacy against
Sitophilus oryzae (L.) (Das et al., 2019), the content of
bioactive compounds in habanero peppers (Garcia-Lopez
et al., 2019), plant physiology in coffee (Rossi et al., 2019),
antibacterial activity against Xanthomonas oryzae pv.
Oryzae (Ogunyemi et al., 2019), rhizogenesis in Pyrus spp.
(Karakeçili et al., 2019) and the initial development of corn
seedlings after seed priming (Neto et al., 2020) in plants
and agricultural crops.
Zinc is a micro nutrient element necessary for the
metabolic activities in humans, animals and plants. This
element has important functions in the biosynthesis
pathway of IAA from tryptophan. Various studies have
demonstrated how zinc plays a vital role in plant growth,
propagation and yield. In its insufficiency, it creates
physiological imbalances within the plant and affects
enzyme activities and other metabolic processes (Takaki
and Kushizaki, 1977; Mousavi et al., 2013; Hassan et al.,
2020). Zinc oxide is a multifunctional substance with its
unique physical and chemical properties; consequently,
it is used in a wide variety of fields, including agriculture
(Kolodziejczak-Radzimska and Jesionowski, 2014).
In this study, we investigated the effects of zinc oxide
nanoparticles (nZnO) loaded with IAA and IBA on in
vitro rooting of apple microcuttings. To the best of our

knowledge, this is the first study evaluating the effects of
auxin loaded ZnO nanoparticles in the basal medium on
in vitro rooting of microcuttings.
2. Materials and methods
2.1. In vitro microcutting preparation
The microcuttings of the local apple genotype #67 (Malus
domestica Borkh.) with a high level of resistance to fire
blight disease (Erwinia amylovora (Burr.) Winslow et
al.) were used as plant materials. These microcuttings
(approximately 2 cm long with apex and two leaves)
were prepared from microshoots from fifth and seventh
subcultures under aseptic conditions according to the
protocol reported by Dumanoğlu et al. (2009). For
subcultures, Murashige and Skoog medium (Murashige
and Skoog, 1962) supplemented with 1.0 mg L–1 BAP
(6-benzylaminopurine) and 0.25 mg L–1 GA3 (gibberellic
acid) and 3% sucrose was used. The medium was adjusted
to pH 5.8 and solidified with 0.7% agar. The media (50
mL) were dispensed into 250-mL Erlenmeyer flasks and
autoclaved at 121 ºC for 20 min. Eight microshoots were
planted in each flask. Cultures were incubated in a growth
chamber at 25 ± 1 °C under a 16 h photoperiod (35 µmol
m–2 s–1) for 4–5 weeks.
2.2. Auxins (IAA and IBA) and auxin loaded
nanoparticles (IAA-nZnO and IBA-nZnO) affecting
rooting of microcuttings
For the rooting of microcuttings, auxins (IAA and
IBA) (Sigma-Aldrich) and auxin loaded zinc oxide
nanoparticles (IAA-nZnO and IBA-nZnO) experiments
were designed. In the latter case, zinc oxide nanoparticles
(nZnO) was also performed. The nZnO (Sigma-Aldrich)
used in the study is in nanopowder form, <50 nm particle
size, with a purity of >97%. IAA-nZnO and IBA-nZnO
nanoparticles were produced according to the protocol
reported by Karakeçili et al. (2019), and characterized by
Fourier transform infrared spectroscopy (FTIR-ATR), zeta
potential, a scanning electron microscope (SEM), energy
dispersive X-ray spectroscopy (EDX), a transmission
electron microscope (TEM) and thermal analysis (DTA).
The loading efficiency was 87% for IAA-nZnO and 89% for
IBA-nZnO. In the nanoparticle experiments, nZnO, IAAnZnO and IBA-nZnO were used in amounts of 1.0, 2.0,
3.0, 4.0, 5.0, 6.0 mg L–1. According to the loading efficiency
of IAA-nZnO and IBA-nZnO, the auxin concentrations in
nanoparticles were 0.5, 1.0, 1.4, 1.9, 2.4, 2.8 mg L–1 (2.8,
5.7, 8.0, 10.8, 13.7, 16.0 µm) IAA and 0.5, 0.9, 1.4, 1.9, 2.3,
2.8 mg L–1 (2.5, 4.4, 6.9, 9.3, 11.3, 13.8 µm) IBA. In the
auxin experiments, IAA concentrations were 0.0, 0.5, 1.0,
2.0 and 3.0 mg L–1 (0.0, 2.8, 5.7, 11.4 and 17.1 µm) and
IBA concentrations were 0.0, 0.5, 1.0, 2.0 and 3.0 mg L–1
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Table 1. The substances in the experiments.

Substance

IBA-nZnO

IAA-nZnO

IBA

IAA

Concentration of auxin
Substance amount contained in substance
(mg L–1)
(mg L–1)
(µM)
1.0

0.5

2.5

2.0

0.9

4.4

3.0

1.4

6.9

4.0

1.9

9.3

5.0

2.3

11.3

6.0

2.8

13.8

1.0

0.5

2.8

2.0

1.0

5.7

3.0

1.4

8.0

4.0

1.9

10.8

5.0

2.4

13.7

6.0

2.8

16.0

0.5
1.0
2.0

0.5
1.0
2.0

2.5
4.9
9.8

3.0

3.0

14.8

0.5

0.5

2.8

1.0

1.0

5.7

2.0

2.0

11.4

3.0

3.0

17.1

(0.0, 2.5, 4.9, 9.8 and 14.8 µm) (Dobranszki and Teixeira da
Silva, 2010) (Table 1).
The half-strength Murashige and Skoog medium (1/2
MS) with 2% sucrose and 0.7% agar was used as the basal
medium. For all experiments including auxins (IAA and
IBA) and auxin loaded nanoparticles (nZnO, IAA-nZnO,
IBA-nZnO), various concentrations of auxin which were
prepared as described previously were added to the basal
medium and pH was adjusted to 5.8 before the addition
of 0.7% agar. Then, seven microcuttings were cultured
on 250-mL jars each containing 50 mL of medium. After
planting the microcuttings, the cultures were incubated in
dark conditions for 5 days then under a 16 h photoperiod
(35 µmol m–2 s–1) in a growth chamber at 25 ± 1 °C for a
total of 6 weeks. At the end of the experiment, the rooting
percentage, rooting level of rooted microcuttings on 1–4
scale (1 = weak, 2 = medium, 3 = good, 4 = very good),
root number per microcutting, average root length and
callus diameter (mm) were determined. In the study,
rooting level visually rated. Level 1 was defined by the
presence of a few thin and short roots on one side of the
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bottom of the microcutting. At other rooting levels, the
root thickness and length was fine to medium, and root
formation at the bottom of the microcutting was on both
sides at level 2, on three sides at level 3, and on all sides at
level 4. Average root length was determined by measuring
the length of each root in rooted cuttings and dividing
by the number of roots. In addition, the callus diameter
formed at the bottom of the rooted cuttings was measured
using a small ruler.
2.3. Statistical analysis
Two experiments were designed according to
the completely randomized design with factorial
combinations. The nanoparticle experiment had twofactors with nanoparticle type (ZnO, IBA-nZnO and IAAnZnO) and amount (1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 mg L–1). The auxin
experiment also had two-factors with auxin type (IBA
and IAA) and concentration (0.0, 0.5, 1.0, 2.0 and 3.0 mg
L–1). The experiments consisted of three replications, with
each jar being a replication. Thus, three jars were used
for each treatment. The number of microcuttings in each
replication (jar) was seven. The treatments were repeated
twice. In both experiments the data were subjected to
analyses of variance (ANOVA) by the Minitab Package
Program (MINITAB Inc., trial version). Significant
differences among means were determined using Duncan’s
multiple range test at p < 0.05. Data in percentage were
statistically evaluated after arcsine transformations.
3. Results
In the experiments, the interaction effects of nanoparticle
type × amount and auxin type × concentration on rooting
percentage, rooting level, root length and callus diameter
were not statistically significant (Tables 2–5).
In the nanoparticle experiment, the differences
between the nanoparticle types were significant (p =
0.000), but the differences in the nanoparticle amounts
were not deemed significant in terms of the mean rooting
percentage. Rooting in microcuttings did not occur in
nZnO treatments. The highest rooting percentage of
56.3% was obtained in IBA-nZnO (Table 2, Figures 1A–
1F and 2). In this experiment, the differences between
nanoparticle types and amounts were insignificant in
terms of the mean rooting level and the mean root number
per microcutting (Tables 2 and 3). However, the mean root
length was significantly higher in IAA-nZnO (18.4 ± 2.7
mm). This parameter was also significantly higher at 1–3
mg L–1 nanoparticle amounts containing 0.5–1.4 mg L–1
IBA or IAA and the means ranged from 22.1 ± 4.8 mm
to 18.2 ± 5.0 mm. The mean callus diameter was lower in
IAA-nZnO (4.2 ± 0.3 mm) compared to IBA-nZnO (5.6 ±
0.2 mm) (Table 3).
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Table 2. The effects of zinc oxide nanoparticles loaded with IAA and IBA on in vitro
rooting percentage and rooting level of apple genotype #67 microcuttings1.
Effects

Rooting (%) p

Nanoparticle type

Rooting level (1–4) p

0.000

0.931ns

***

nZnO

0.0 ± 0.0 C

-

IBA-nZnO

56.3 ± 2.9 A

2.0 ± 0.2

IAA-nZnO

34.6 ± 5.4 B

2

Nanoparticle amount

1.9 ± 0.2
0.722

0.605ns

ns

1.0 mg L–1

22.1 ± 6.6

2.0 ± 0.3

2.0 mg L

32.1 ± 11.1

2.0 ± 0.2

3.0 mg L–1

29.5 ± 9.0

1.8 ± 0.4

–1

4.0 mg L

31.7 ± 10.3

1.6 ± 0.2

5.0 mg L–1

31.2 ± 10.0

2.4 ± 0.3

6.0 mg L

35.2 ± 9.8

–1

–1

Nanoparticle type × amount

1.9 ± 0.3
0.578

0.405ns

ns

nZnO × 1.0 mg L

0.0 ± 0.0

-

–1

nZnO × 2.0 mg L

0.0 ± 0.0

-

nZnO × 3.0 mg L–1

0.0 ± 0.0

-

–1

nZnO × 4.0 mg L

0.0 ± 0.0

-

nZnO × 5.0 mg L–1

0.0 ± 0.0

-

nZnO × 6.0 mg L

0.0 ± 0.0

-

IBA-nZnO × 1.0 mg L–1

40.3 ± 3.7

2.0 ± 0.4

–1

IBA-nZnO × 2.0 mg L

70.4 ± 4.9

2.3 ± 0.4

IBA-nZnO × 3.0 mg L–1

51.5 ± 2.4

2.2 ± 0.7

IBA-nZnO × 4.0 mg L

65.4 ± 5.3

1.7 ± 0.2

–1

IBA-nZnO × 5.0 mg L

53.0 ± 6.0

2.0 ± 0.3

IBA-nZnO × 6.0 mg L–1

57.6 ± 5.0

1.6 ± 0.4

IAA-nZnO × 1.0 mg L

25.9 ± 9.8

1.9 ± 0.5

IAA-nZnO × 2.0 mg L–1

25.9 ± 13.4

1.8 ± 0.3

–1

IAA-nZnO × 3.0 mg L

37.0 ± 16.1

1.4 ± 0.4

IAA-nZnO × 4.0 mg L–1

29.6 ± 13.4

1.6 ± 0.3

–1

IAA-nZnO × 5.0 mg L

40.7 ± 19.6

2.8 ± 0.6

IAA-nZnO × 6.0 mg L–1

48.1 ± 13.4

2.3 ± 0.4

–1

–1

–1

–1

Cultures were incubated at dark during first 5 days.
According to Duncan’s multiple range test (p ≤ 0.05), means separation within columns
followed by the same letter do not involve statistically significant differences.
***
p ≤ 0.001 statistically significant, ns statistically not significant.

1
2

In the auxin experiment, the differences between
the auxin types and auxin concentrations for rooting
percentage were highly significant (p = 0.000). Rooting did
not occur in either auxin types at 0.0 mg L–1 concentration.
IBA was more effective than IAA on the mean rooting
percentage and the mean rooting level (Figure 3). The

mean rooting percentage was 38.0% in IBA and 17.8% in
IAA. The mean rooting level was also higher in IBA (2.1
± 0.1) than IAA (1.5 ± 0.2) (Table 4). Auxin types and
concentrations had statistically similar effects on the mean
root number per microcutting, ranging from 1.7 ± 0.4 to
2.5 ± 0.7. However, the mean callus diameter (5.8 ± 0.4

309

ALIZADEH and DUMANOĞLU / Turk J Agric For
Table 3. The effects of zinc oxide nanoparticles loaded with IAA and IBA on in vitro root number, root length and callus diameter of
apple genotype #67 microcuttings1.
Effects

Roots per microcutting (no.) p

Nanoparticle type

Root length (mm) p

0.408

0.001***

*

nZnO

-

-

IBA-nZnO

2.7 ± 0.3

12.1 ± 1.6 B

IAA-nZnO

2.4 ± 0.2

18.4 ± 2.7 A

Nanoparticle amount

Callus diameter (mm) p

0.014

ns

0.960

5.6 ± 0.2 A
4.2 ± 0.3 B
0.004

ns

0.792ns

**

1.0 mg L–1

2.5 ± 0.5

22.1 ± 4.8 A

4.7 ± 0.3

–1

2.0 mg L

2.2 ± 0.3

21.8 ± 2.5 A

4.4 ± 0.4

3.0 mg L–1

2.6 ± 0.8

18.2 ± 5.0 AB

4.9 ± 0.7

–1

4.0 mg L

2.4 ± 0.1

12.4 ± 3.4 BC

4.9 ± 0.9

5.0 mg L–1

2.8 ± 0.4

9.8 ± 1.8 BC

5.2 ± 0.4

6.0 mg L

2.7 ± 0.5

–1

Nanoparticle type × amount

7.2 ± 1.2 C
0.225

5.4 ± 0.5
0.110

ns

0.868ns

ns

IBA-nZnO × 1.0 mg L

2.6 ± 0.7

20.4 ± 1.6

5.1 ± 0.3

–1

IBA-nZnO × 2.0 mg L

2.5 ± 0.6

20.2 ± 3.4

5.2 ± 0.3

IBA-nZnO × 3.0 mg L–1

3.5 ± 1.4

7.2 ± 1.7

6.1 ± 0.3

–1

IBA-nZnO × 4.0 mg L

2.4 ± 0.2

7.7 ± 1.3

5.7 ± 0.3

IBA-nZnO × 5.0 mg L–1

3.2 ± 0.7

8.9 ± 2.1

5.9 ± 0.2

–1

IBA-nZnO × 6.0 mg L

1.9 ± 0.5

7.9 ± 1.9

5.8 ± 1.0

IAA-nZnO × 1.0 mg L–1

2.4 ± 0.8

32.4 ± 10.9

4.3 ± 0.6

–1

IAA-nZnO × 2.0 mg L

2.0 ± 0.4

23.5 ± 7.2

3.7 ± 0.0

IAA-nZnO × 3.0 mg L–1

1.6 ± 0.6

29.2 ± 2.0

3.7 ± 0.9

IAA-nZnO × 4.0 mg L

2.4 ± 0.2

22.1 ± 5.1

4.0 ± 1.7

–1

IAA-nZnO × 5.0 mg L

2.4 ± 0.2

10.6 ± 3.3

4.5 ± 0.3

IAA-nZnO × 6.0 mg L–1

3.4 ± 0.5

6.5 ± 1.8

4.9 ± 0.5

–1

–1

Cultures were incubated at dark during first 5 days.
According to Duncan’s multiple range test (p ≤ 0.05), means separation within columns followed by the same letter do not involve
statistically significant differences.
* ** ***
, , p ≤ 0.05, p ≤ 0.01 and p ≤ 0.001 statistically significant, ns statistically not significant.
1
2

mm) was significantly larger, but the mean root length
(11.1 ± 2.1 mm) was shorter in IBA compared to IAA. The
differences between auxin concentrations were significant
in terms of the mean rooting percentage but insignificant
for the mean rooting level, the mean root length and
the mean callus diameter (Tables 4 and 5). The rooting
percentages as means of auxin types ranged from 23.5%
to 40.5% at auxin concentrations of 0.5–3.0 mg L–1. But,
there were no statistical differences between these values
(Table 4).
This study also examined the differences between IBAnZnO and IBA in all rooting parameters based on four
approximately overlapping concentrations of IBA and IBA-
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nZnO. The effects of 0.5, 1.0, 2.0, 3.0 mg L–1 IBA and 0.5, 0.9,
1.9, 2.8 mg L–1 IBA carried by 1.0, 2.0, 4.0, 6.0 mg L–1 IBAnZnO were compared (Figure 4). The interaction effects
between substance (IBA or IBA-nZnO) × concentration
in all parameters were statistically insignificant (Tables
6 and 7). However, differences between substances and
IBA concentrations in terms of the rooting percentage
were statistically significant. IBA-nZnO (58.4%) had a
significantly higher rooting percentage compared to IBA
(47.5%). The rooting percentage was higher at 1.0 mg L–1
(62.7%), 2.0 mg L–1 (54.5%) and 3.0 mg L–1 (54.5%) IBA
concentrations than at 0.5 mg L–1 IBA (40%) (Table 6).
The differences between IBA-nZnO and IBA and IBA
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Table 4. The effects of IAA and IBA on in vitro rooting percentage and rooting level of
apple genotype #67 microcuttings1.
Effects

Rooting (%) p

Auxin type

Rooting level (1–4) p

0.000

0.037*

***

IBA

38.0 ± 5.4 A

IAA

17.8 ± 4.6 B

Auxin concentration

2.1 ± 0.1 A
1.5 ± 0.2 B
0.000***

0.852ns

0.0 mg L–1

0.0 ± 0.0 B

-

0.5 mg L–1

23.5 ± 7.6 A

1.8 ± 0.2

–1

1.0 mg L

38.7 ± 8.1 A

1.6 ± 0.2

2.0 mg L–1

36.7 ± 4.7 A

2.0 ± 0.4

3.0 mg L

40.5 ± 8.9 A

–1

Auxin type ×concentration

1.9 ± 0.4
0.188ns

0.621ns

IBA × 0.0 mg L

–1

0.0 ± 0.0

-

IBA × 0.5 mg L

–1

39.7 ± 3.8

2.2 ± 0.2

IBA × 1.0 mg L–1

51.4 ± 2.1

1.8 ± 0.3

IBA × 2.0 mg L

–1

43.7 ± 2.6

2.1 ± 0.1

IBA × 3.0 mg L–1

51.4 ± 4.5

2.5 ± 0.5

–1

IAA × 0.0 mg L

0.0 ± 0.0

-

IAA × 0.5 mg L–1

7.4 ± 3.7

1.5 ± 0.3

–1

IAA × 1.0 mg L

22.2 ± 6.4

1.4 ± 0.3

IAA × 2.0 mg L–1

29.6 ± 7.4

1.8 ± 0.8

IAA × 3.0 mg L

29.6 ± 16.1

1.2 ± 0.1

–1

Cultures were incubated at dark during first 5 days.
According to Duncan’s multiple range test (p ≤ 0.05), means separation within columns
followed by the same letter do not involve statistically significant differences.
* ***
, p ≤ 0.05 and p ≤ 0.001 statistically significant, ns statistically not significant.

1
2

concentrations were not significant for rooting level and
root number (Tables 6 and 7). In terms of root length and
callus diameter, the differences between the IBA-nZnO
and IBA were not deemed significant, but the differences
between concentrations of IBA were significant. As the
mean data of IBA-nZnO and IBA, root length decreased
and callus diameter increased at high IBA concentrations
compared to low concentrations. The mean root length was
longer at 0.5 mg L–1 (16.6 ± 2.9 mm) and 1.0 mg L–1 (16.5
± 3.5 mm) IBA compared to the higher concentrations
(Table 7). In contrast, the mean callus diameter was
smaller at lower IBA concentrations of 0.5 mg L–1 (4.8 ±
0.4 mm) and 1.0 mg L–1 (5.3 ± 0.2 mm) than the higher
concentrations of 2.0 mg L–1 (6.2 ± 0.4 mm) and 3.0 mg L–1
IBA (6.7 ± 0.4 mm) (Table 7). Thus, 1.0 mg L–1 IBA carried
by 2.0 mg L–1 IBA-nZnO would be suggested for in vitro
rooting of apple genotype #67 microcuttings which had
a high rooting percentage (Table 6, Figure 4), high root
length and small callus diameter (Table 7, Figure 1B).

4. Discussion
Agricultural studies have previously discussed the effects of
zinc oxide nanoparticles in areas such as plant growth and
development, germination, plant nutrition, and disease
and pest control (Laware and Raskar, 2014; Abobatta,
2018). In this study with a new perspective, the effects of
zinc oxide nanoparticles loaded with IBA and IAA on in
vitro rooting of microcuttings of apple cultivar #67 were
investigated. The mean rooting percentage was 1.5 times
higher in IBA-nZnO (56.3%) compared to IBA (38.0%)
and 1.9 times higher in IAA-nZnO (34.6%) compared to
IAA (17.8%). Our findings coincide with Karakeçili et al.
(2019) who found that IAA-nZnO and IBA-nZnO were
effective on the rooting of microcuttings in a difficult-toroot wild pear genotype (Pyrus elaeagrifolia Pall.), and the
rooting percentage was significantly higher in IBA-nZnO
(50.0%) and IAA-nZnO (41.7%) than IBA (25.0%) and
IAA (25.0%). Indeed, nanoparticles are targeted and slow
release carriers for auxins (Thangavelu et al., 2018). In our
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Table 5. The effects of IAA and IBA on in vitro root number, root length and callus diameter of apple genotype #67 microcuttings1.
Roots per microcutting
p
Root length (mm) p
(no.)
0.097ns
0.048*

Effects
Auxin type
IBA

2.5 ± 0.2

IAA

1.7 ± 0.4

Auxin concentration

11.1 ± 2.1 B

0.001***
5.8 ± 0.4 A

18.3 ± 3.3 A
0.730

Callus diameter (mm) p

3.5 ± 0.4 B
0.056

ns

0.238ns

ns

0.5 mg L

2.3 ± 0.4

14.9 ± 3.1

3.7 ± 0.7

–1

1.0 mg L

1.9 ± 0.3

22.6 ± 6.3

4.9 ± 0.4

2.0 mg L–1

2.5 ± 0.7

12.8 ± 2.5

5.3 ± 0.8

3.0 mg L

1.9 ± 0.4

–1

–1

Auxin type × concentration

8.4 ± 1.0
0.550ns

4.9 ± 0.9
0.246ns

0.275ns

–1

IBA × 0.5 mg L

3.1 ± 0.5

12.9 ± 4.9

4.4 ± 0.9

IBA × 1.0 mg L–1

2.0 ± 0.3

12.8 ± 5.9

5.4 ± 0.3

–1

IBA × 2.0 mg L

2.5 ± 0.4

11.9 ± 5.1

6.6 ± 0.7

IBA × 3.0 mg L–1

2.6 ± 0.5

6.8 ± 1.4

6.8 ± 0.4

IAA × 0.5 mg L

1.5 ± 0.3

17.0 ± 8.0

3.0 ± 1.1

–1

IAA × 1.0 mg L

1.8 ± 0.6

32.3 ± 8.2

4.3 ± 0.7

IAA × 2.0 mg L–1

2.5 ± 1.5

13.7 ± 1.8

3.9 ± 1.1

IAA × 3.0 mg L

1.2 ± 0.1

10.0 ± 0.7

2.9 ± 0.4

–1

–1

Cultures were incubated at dark during first 5 days.
According to Duncan’s multiple range test (p ≤ 0.05), means separation within columns followed by the same letter do not involve
statistically significant differences.
* ***
, p ≤ 0.05 and p ≤ 0.001 statistically significant, ns statistically not significant.
1
2

study, microcuttings of apple genotype #67 treated with
nZnO alone at concentrations of 1–6 mg L-1 did not root.
However, Helaly et al. (2014) reported that the percentage
of rooting in banana microshoots increased above 70%
on media containing nZnO at concentrations of 50, 100
and 200 mg L–1. This result does not agree with our nZnO
findings. The difference between the findings might be due
to the fact that 50–200 mg L–1 nZnO concentrations are
much higher than the 1–6 mg L–1 nZnO concentrations
used in our study. This result indicates the effectiveness of
high concentrations (50–200 mg L–1) of nZnO on rooting.
Pandey et al. (2010) report that due to oxygen vacancies,
the oxygen deficient, i.e. zinc-rich ZnO nanoparticles
increased the level of indole acetic acid. IAA is a natural
auxin effective on rooting (Pop et al., 2011).
According to the findings of auxin treatments, in vitro
rooting percentages of apple genotype #67 microcuttings
were found to be higher in IBA compared to IAA. The
result is compatible with the finding of other studies
that IBA is a more effective auxin than IAA on rooting
in plants (Zimmerman and Fordham, 1985; Stefancic et
al., 2005; Ciccotti et al., 2008). Indeed, IBA maintains its
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existence in rooting environment for longer than IAA,
as it is a more stable auxin than IAA. The actual level of
IBA in the tissue does not decrease due to the presence
of IBA in the environment even if a significant part of
IBA is converted to IAA or attached (Nordstrom et al.,
1991; Van der Krieken et al., 1993; Stefancic et al., 2005;
Frick and Strader, 2018). In addition, Van der Krieken
et al. (1993) suggest that IAA deteriorates faster than
IBA in apple shoots. Many studies revealed the positive
effect of IBA on rooting of microcuttings in different
apple genotypes (Boudabous et al., 2010; Ghanbari, 2014;
Meneguzzi et al., 2017). In different studies, researchers
have determined that IBA concentrations varying between
0.5 mg L–1 and 3.0 mg L–1 were effective on rooting apple
microcuttings. These results are highly consistent with the
findings that we obtained from 0.5 mg L–1 and 3.0 mg L–1
IBA concentrations for in vitro rooting of microcuttings
of apple cultivar #67 in our study. In general, IBA has a
strong influence on the formation and development of root
apical meristem, rootlets, and adventitious roots (Frick
and Strader, 2018). Although the percentage of callused
microcuttings was not investigated in the current study, it
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Figure 1. Rooted microcuttings in apple genotype #67 on basal ½ MS medium supplemented with IBA-nZnO particles. A) 1.0 mg L–1
IBA-nZnO (containing 2.5 µm IBA), B) 2.0 mg L–1 IBA-nZnO (containing 4.4 µm IBA), C) 3.0 mg L–1 IBA-nZnO (containing 6.9 µm
IBA), D) 4.0 mg L–1 IBA-nZnO (containing 9.3 µm IBA), E) 5.0 mg L–1 IBA-nZnO (containing 11.3 µm IBA), F) 6.0 mg L–1 IBA-nZnO
(containing 13.8 µm IBA).

was determined that callus diameter increased undesirably
at IBA concentrations above 1.0 mg L–1 and the percentage
of increase reached 40% at 3.0 mg L–1 compared to 0.5
mg L–1 (Table 7). Meneguzzi et al. (2017) reported that
1.5 mg L–1 IBA was best on the rooting parameters of
microcuttings of Geneva series new apple rootstock G.814,
however the percentage of explants with callus was 60%
which reached to 100% at 2.5 mg L–1 IBA concentration.
High IBA concentrations during the rooting stage

increased callus formation, which weakened or killed the
plant at a high rate during the acclimatization stage, and
the callus impairs the vascular connection between roots
and microshoots, and inhibits the absorption of water and
nutrients (Arab et al., 2018).
5. Conclusion
The individual findings from nanoparticle and auxin
experiments indicated that IBA-nZnO (56.3%)
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Figure 2. Rooting percentages of microcuttings in apple genotype #67 on basal ½ MS medium supplemented with nanoparticles. Auxin
concentrations were 2.5, 4.4, 6.9, 9.3, 11.3 and 13.8 µm IBA or 2.8, 5.7, 8.0, 10.8, 13.7 and 16.0 µm IAA at 1.0, 2.0, 3.0, 4.0, 5.0 and 6.0
mg L–1 of loaded nZnO.

Figure 3. Rooting percentages of microcuttings in apple genotype #67 on basal ½ MS medium supplemented with auxins. Auxin
concentrations of 0.0, 0.5, 1.0, 2.0 and 3.0 mg L–1 were 0.0, 2.5, 4.9, 9.8 and 14.8 µM IBA or 0.0, 2.8, 5.7, 11.4 and 17.1µm IAA.

Figure 4. Rooting percentages of microcuttings in apple genotype #67 on basal ½ MS medium supplemented with IBA or IBA-nZnO.
IBA concentrations of 0.5, 1.0, 2.0 and 3.0 mg L–1 were 2.5, 4.4, 9.3 and 13.8 µM for IBA-nZnO and 2.5, 4.9, 9.8 and 14.8 µM for IBA.
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Table 6. The effects of IBA and zinc oxide nanoparticles loaded with IBA on in vitro rooting
percentage and rooting level of apple genotype #67 microcuttings1.
Effects

Rooting (%) p

Substance

0.002

IBA-nZnO

58.4 ± 4.0 A

IBA

47.5 ± 2.4 B

IBA concentration

Rooting level (1–4) p
0.346ns

**

1.9 ± 0.2
2.1 ± 0.1
0.001***

0.946ns

0.5 mg L–1

40.0 ± 2.4 B

2.1 ± 0.2

1.0 mg L–1

62.7 ± 4.4 A

2.1 ± 0.2

–1

2.0 mg L

54.5 ± 5.5 A

1.9 ± 0.1

3.0 mg L–1

54.5 ± 3.3 A

Substance × IBA concentration

2.0 ± 0.4
0.106

0.232ns

ns

IBA-nZnO × 0.5 mg L–1

40.3 ± 3.7

2.0 ± 0.4

IBA-nZnO × 1.0 mg L

70.4 ± 4.9

2.3 ± 0.4

–1

IBA-nZnO × 2.0 mg L

65.4 ± 5.3

1.7 ± 0.2

IBA-nZnO × 3.0 mg L–1

57.6 ± 5.0

1.6 ± 0.4

IBA × 0.5 mg L

–1

39.7 ± 3.8

2.2 ± 0.2

IBA × 1.0 mg L–1

55.1 ± 3.6

1.8 ± 0.3

IBA × 2.0 mg L

–1

43.7 ± 2.6

2.1 ± 0.1

IBA × 3.0 mg L–1

51.7 ± 4.5

2.5 ± 0.5

–1

Cultures were incubated at dark during first 5 days.
According to Duncan’s multiple range test (p ≤ 0.05), means separation within columns
followed by the same letter do not involve statistically significant differences.
** ***
, p ≤ 0.01 and p ≤ 0.001 statistically significant, ns statistically not significant.
1
2

significantly increased the in vitro rooting percentage
of apple genotype #67 microcuttings compared to IAAnZnO (34.6%). IBA (38.0%) was also significantly more
effective than IAA (17.8%) on the rooting percentage.
The IBA-nZnO (loaded with 4.4 µM IBA) providing high
rooting percentage and root length values as well as small
callus diameter was recommended for in vitro rooting of
apple microcuttings with a healthy root system.
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Table 7. The effects of IBA and zinc oxide nanoparticles loaded with IBA on in vitro root number, root length and callus diameter of
apple genotype #67 microcuttings1.
Effects

Roots per shoot (no.) p

Substance

Root length (mm) p

0.554

0.271

ns

IBA-nZnO

2.4 ± 0.2

IBA

2.5 ± 0.2

IBA concentration

Callus diameter (mm) p

14.1 ± 2.1

5.6 ± 0.3

11.1 ± 2.1
0.505ns

0.702ns

ns

5.8 ± 0.4
0.047*

0.017*

0.5 mg L–1

2.9 ± 0.4

16.6 ± 2.9 A

4.8 ± 0.4 C

1.0 mg L–1

2.3 ± 0.2

16.5 ± 3.5 A

5.3 ± 0.2 BC

–1

2.0 mg L

2.4 ± 0.2

9.8 ± 2.6 AB

6.2 ± 0.4 AB

3.0 mg L–1

2.2 ± 0.3

7.3 ± 1.1 B

Substance × IBA concentration

0.640

6.7 ± 0.4 A
0.347

ns

0.584ns

ns

IBA-nZnO × 0.5 mg L–1

2.6 ± 0.7

20.4 ± 1.6

5.1 ± 0.3

IBA-nZnO × 1.0 mg L

2.5 ± 0.4

20.2 ± 3.4

5.2 ± 0.3

–1

IBA-nZnO × 2.0 mg L

2.4 ± 0.2

7.7 ± 1.3

5.7 ± 0.3

IBA-nZnO × 3.0 mg L–1

1.9 ± 0.5

7.9 ± 1.9

6.6 ± 1.1

–1

IBA × 0.5 mg L

3.1 ± 0.5

12.9 ± 4.9

4.4 ± 0.9

IBA × 1.0 mg L–1

2.0 ± 0.3

12.8 ± 5.9

5.4 ± 0.3

–1

IBA × 2.0 mg L

2.5 ± 0.4

11.9 ± 5.1

6.6 ± 0.7

IBA × 3.0 mg L–1

2.6 ± 0.5

6.8 ± 1.4

6.8 ± 0.4

–1

Cultures were incubated at dark during first 5 days.
According to Duncan’s multiple range test (p ≤ 0.05), means separation within columns followed by the same letter do not involve
statistically significant differences.
* ***
, p ≤ 0.05 and p ≤ 0.001 statistically significant, ns statistically not significant.
1
2

References
Abobatta WF (2018). Nanotechnology application in agriculture.
Acta Scientific Agriculture 2: 99-102.
Amirchakhmaghi N, Hosseinpour B, Yousefzadeh H (2019).
Development of a micropropagation protocol for Malus
orientalis using axillary buds. In Vitro Cellular & Developmental
Biology – Plant 55: 625-634. doi: 10.1007/s11627-019-09992-4
Arab MM, Yadollahi A, Eftekhari M, Ahmadi H, Akbari M et al.
(2018). Modeling and optimizing a new culture medium for in
vitro rooting of G×N15 Prunus rootstock using artificial neural
network-genetic algorithm. Scientific Reports 8: 9977. doi:
10.1038/s41598-018-27858-4
Boudabous M, Mars M, Marzougui N, Ferchichi A (2010).
Micropropagation of apple (Malus domestica L. cultivar
Douce de Djerba) through in vitro culture of axillary
buds. Acta Botanica Gallica 157 (3): 513-524. doi:
10.1080/12538078.2010.10516227
Ciccotti AM, Bisognin C, Battocletti I, Salvadori A, Herdemertens M
et al. (2008). Micropropagation of apple proliferation-resistant
apomictic Malus sieboldii genotypes. Agronomy Research 6
(2): 445-458.

316

Das S, Yadav A, Debnath N (2019). Entomotoxic efficacy of aluminium
oxide, titanium dioxide and zinc oxide nanoparticles against
Sitophilus oryzae (L.): a comparative analysis. Journal of Stored
Products Research 83: 92-96. doi: 10.1016/j.jspr.2019.06.003
Dobranszki J, Teixeira da Silva JA (2010). Micropropagation of
apple-A review. Biotechnology Advances 28: 462-488. doi:
10.1016/j.biotechadv.2010.02.008
Dumanoğlu H, Aygün A, Erdoğan V (2009). Effect of ammonium
nitrate levels on shoot and root formation in micropropagation
of apple genotypes. TABAD Tarım Bilimleri Araştırma Dergisi
2: 177-182 (in Turkish with an abstract in English).
Frick EM, Strader LC (2018). Roles for IBA-derived auxin in plant
development. Journal of Experimental Botany 69 (2): 169-177.
doi: 10.1093/jxb/erx298
Garcia-Lopez JI, Nino-Medina G, Olivares-Saenz E, Lira-Saldivar
RH, Barriga-Castro ED et al. (2019). Foliar application of
zinc oxide nanoparticles and zinc sulfate boosts the content of
bioactive compounds in habanero peppers. Plants 8: 254. doi:
10.3390/plants8080254

ALIZADEH and DUMANOĞLU / Turk J Agric For
Ghanbari A (2014). Impacts of plant growth regulators and culture
media on in vitro propagation of three apple (Malus domestica
Borkh.) rootstocks. Iranian Journal of Genetics and Plant
Breeding 3 (1): 11-20.
Hartmann HT, Kester DE, Davies Jr FT, Geneve RL (2011). Plant
Propagation: Principles and Practices. Boston, USA: PrenticeHall.
Hassan MU, Aamer M, Chattha MU, Haiying T, Shahzad B et al.
(2020). The critical role of zinc in plants facing the drought
stress. Agriculture 10: 0396. doi: 10.3390/agriculture10090396
Helaly MN, El-Metwally MA, El-Hoseiny H, Omar SA, El-Sheery
NI (2014). Effect of nanoparticles on biological contamination
of in vitro cultures and organogenic regeneration of banana.
Australian Journal of Crop Science 8 (4): 612-624.
Horikoshi S, Serpone N (2013). Introduction to nanoparticles. In:
Horikoshi S, Serpone N (editors). Microwaves in Nanoparticle
Synthesis. Weinheim, Germany: Wiley-VCH, pp. 1-24.
Karakeçili A, Korpayev S, Dumanoğlu H, Alizadeh S (2019). Synthesis
of indole-3-acetic acid and indole-3-butyric acid loaded
zinc oxide nanoparticles: Effects on rhizogenesis. Journal of
Biotechnology 303: 8-15. doi: 10.1016/j.jbiotec.2019.07.004
Kim JH, Kwon BM, Ho TT, Park SY (2020). Phloroglucinol improves
direct rooting of in vitro cultured apple rootstocks M9 and
M26. Agronomy 10 (8): 1079. doi: 10.3390/agronomy10081079
Kolodziejczak-Radzimska A, Jesionowski T (2014). Zinc oxide-from
synthesis to application: A review. Materials 7: 2833-2881. doi:
10.3390/ma7042833
Laware SL, Raskar S (2014). Influence of zinc oxide nanoparticles on
growth, flowering and seed productivity in onion. International
Journal of Current Microbiology and Applied Sciences 3 (7):
874-881.
Meneguzzi A, Gonçalves MJ, Camargo SS, Grimaldi F, Weber GC
(2017). Micropropagation of the new apple rootstock ‘G.
814’. Ciência Rural, Santa Maria 47: 6. doi: 10.1590/01038478cr20160615
Mousavi SR, Galavi M, Rezaei M (2013). Zinc (Zn) importance for
crop production-A review. International Journal of Agronomy
and Plant Production 4 (1): 64-68.
Murashige T, Skoog F (1962). A revised medium for rapid growth
and bio assays with tobacco tissue cultures. Physiologia
Plantarum 15 (3): 473-497. doi: 10.1111/j.1399-3054.1962.
tb08052.x
Neto ME, Britt DW, Lara LM, Cartwright A, Dos Santos RF et al.
(2020). Initial development of corn seedlings after seed
priming with nanoscale synthetic zinc oxide. Agronomy 10 (2):
307. doi:10.3390/agronomy10020307
Nordstrom AC, Jacobs FA, Eliasson L (1991). Effect of exogenous
indole-3-acetic acid and indole-3-butyric acid on internal levels
of the respective auxins and their conjugation with aspartic
acid during adventitious root formation in pea cuttings. Plant
Physiology 96: 856-861. doi: 10.1104/pp.96.3.856

Ogunyemi SO, Abdallah Y, Zhang M, Fouad H, Hong X et al.
(2019). Green synthesis of zinc oxide nanoparticles using
different plant extracts and their antibacterial activity
against Xanthomonas oryzae pv. Oryzae. Artificial Cells,
Nanomedicine, and Biotechnology 47 (1): 341-352. doi:
10.1080/21691401.2018.1557671
Pandey AC, Sanjay SS, Yadav RS (2010). Application of ZnO
nanoparticles in influencing the growth rate of Cicer arietinum.
Journal of Experimental Nanoscience 5: 488-497.
Pop TI, Pamfil D, Bellini C (2011). Auxin control in the formation of
adventitious roots. Notulae Botanicae Horti Agrobotanici ClujNapoca 39 (1): 307-316. doi: 10.15835/nbha3916101
Rossi L, Fedenia LN, Sharifan H, Ma X, Lombardini L (2019). Effects of
foliar application of zinc sulfate and zinc nanoparticles in coffee
(Coffea arabica L.) plants. Plant Physiology and Biochemistry
135: 160-166. doi: 10.1016/j.plaphy.2018.12.005
Sengel-Turk CT, Hascicek C (2009). Surface modifıcation of polymeric
nanoparticulate drug carrier systems. Ankara Üniversitesi
Eczacılık Fakültesi Dergisi 38 (2): 137-154 (in Turkish with an
abstract in English). doi: 10.1501/Eczfak_0000000522
Siddiqui MH, Al-Whaibi MH, Firoz M, Al-Khaishany MY (2015).
Role of nanoparticles in plants. In: Siddiqui MH, Al-Whaibi,
MH, Mohammad F (editors). Nanotechnology and Plant
Sciences. New York, USA: Springer, pp. 19-35.
Stefancic M, Stampar F, Osterc G (2005). Influence of IAA and
IBA on root development and quality of Prunus ‘GiSelA 5’
leafy cuttings. HortScience 40 (7): 2052-2055. 10.21273/
HORTSCI.40.7.2052
Takaki H, Kushizaki M (1977). Indole compounds in zinc deficient
plants. JARQ 11 (1): 18-23.
Teixeira da Silva JA, Gulyás A, MagyarTábori K, Wang MR, Wang
QC, Dobránszki J (2019). In vitro tissue culture of apple
and other Malus species: recent advances and applications.
Planta 249: 975-1006. doi: 10.1007/s00425-019-03100-x
Thangavelu RM, Gunasekaran D, Jesse MI, Riyaz SUM, Sundarajan D
et al. (2018). Nanobiotechnology approach using plant rooting
hormone synthesized silver nanoparticle as ‘‘nanobullets” for
the dynamic applications in horticulture-An in vitro and ex
vitro study. Arabian Journal of Chemistry 11 (1): 48-61. doi:
10.1016/j.arabjc.2016.09.022
Van der Krieken WM, Breteler H, Visser MHM, Mavridou D (1993).
The role of the conversion of IBA into IAA on root regeneration
in apple: Introduction of a test system. Plant Cell Reports 12:
203-206. doi: 10.1007/BF00237054
Wertheim SJ, Webster AD (2003). Propagation and nursery tree
quality. In: Ferree DC, Warrington IJ (editors). Apples, Botany,
Production and Uses. Cambridge, UK: CABI Publishing, pp.
125-151.
Zimmerman RH, Fordham IM (1985). Simplified method for rooting
apple cultivars in vitro. Journal of the American Society for
Horticultural Science 110 (1): 34-38.

317

